
Kansaas Department of Agriculture Fee Bills
The Kansas Department of Agriculture has proposed to 

extend the current dairy program fees. House Bill 2135 and 
Senate Bill 61 are identical bills the department introduced 
in both the House and Senate.

Current law establishes fees for a statewide system of 
milk manufacturing, distributing, hauling, receiving, dairy 
container manufacturing, and milk tank truck cleaning 
facility inspection and regulatory services. The authority 
to collect these fees has a sunset date of June 30, 2018. 
HB 2135 and SB 61 would extend that authority through 
June 30, 2028. Current law directs the Secretary of the 
Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) to reduce any 
of these fees if the receipts exceed the amount necessary 
to administer statutory requirements. HB 2135 and SB 61 
would give the Secretary the option to reduce the amount 
of a fee, and if after reducing the fee sufficient revenues 
are no longer being produced, increase the fee. In addition 
to the current statutory powers and duties conferred on 
the Secretary, the bill would add the ability to charge and 
collect fees for administration and processing of paper 
documents, including applications, registrations, permits, 
licenses, certifications, renewals, reports, and remittance of 
fees. These fees would be in addition to any other fee the 
Secretary is authorized to charge and could not exceed $50.

The Kansas Livestock Association requested two 
amendments to the bills. The first amendment would 
shorten the change the sunset date to 2023 from the 
proposed 2028. This would give the legislature an 
opportunity to review the fees earlier. The second 
amendment is to strike an exemption for manufacturing 
plants that are located on a dairy. In Kansas, it is common 
for dairies to have ownership in manufacturing plants 
whether or not the plants are located physically on a 
dairy. KLA is supportive of keeping an exemption for 
manufacturing plants if that plant is located on a dairy and 
only processing less than 6,000,000 pounds of milk  
in a year.

 

The bills have been heard by the respective committees, but 
no action has been scheduled at this time.
Special Permit for Trucks over 90,000 Pounds

HB 2095 would allow the Department of Transportation 
(KDOT) to issue an annual special vehicle operating permit 
for the following:

1. A truck-tractor semitrailer combination vehicle; and
2. A truck-tractor semitrailer, trailer combination vehicle 

with a gross weight of more than 85,000 pounds but not 
more than 90,000 pounds transporting divisible loads on six 
or more axels.

The special vehicle combination may not be operated 
on the interstate system and must be registered at the 
maximum weight category in accordance with current 
law. The Department of Transportation would be required 
to charge an annual permit fee of $200, but no single 
trip permits could be issued. The bill would amend the 
definition of “triple axels” by changing the maximum space 
between axels from 120 inches to 132 inches.

The bill has been supported the Kansas Grain & Feed 
Association, Kansas Livestock Association, Kansas 
Cooperative Council, and the commodity groups. Kansas 
Farm Bureau is neutral on the bill. The railroad industry in 
Kansas is opposed.

This bill is expected to be worked in committee the week 
of February 13.
Last Full Week of Committee Work

Next week is the last full week for non-exempt 
committees to meet on bills before the “Turn-Around” 
deadline. The last day for committees to meet is Monday, 

the Dairy 
    Dispatch

A publication devoted to supporting the Kansas dairy industry and farmers.

Kansas
 Dairy 

Vol. 10 Iss. 1

Dairy Fees and Big Trucks

Tom Bruno 
Bruno & Associates 

800 SW Jackson, Ste. 914 
Topeka, KS 66612 

Office: (785) 354-8172 
Cell: (785) 633-2127 

E-mail: kslobby@cox.net

continued on page 8



Banking deposit and loan products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC.

Our passion 
is to nurture 
yours.

We have the expertise to help grow your agribusiness.
Operating loans and lines of credit  •  Livestock financing  •  Real estate financing  
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Well, 2016 was here and gone and with it 
election season. I am not sure what you all 
thought but it was brutal in my books! Bring 
on the New Year, new President and new 
hopes for our Country. 

Speaking of new, we hope you like the 
updated look of The Dairy Dispatch! This is 
just one of the many changes Kansas Dairy 
hopes to make in 2017. Be sure to attend the 
Kansas Dairy Association & Commission 
Annual Meeting to be held in Manhattan on 
March 31st & April 1st. The get together 
will be a great way to connect with your 
fellow dairymen and enjoy Manhattan 
for a couple of days. Some highlights of 
the meeting are tours of Call Hall and the 

Kansas Artificial Breeding Service Unit as well as speakers and a social and 
trade show. Expect more information on Annual Meeting in your mail. Follow 
us on social media and keep updated with items of interest every day on our 
Facebook page Kansas Dairy.  
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Dairy Scholarships
Kansas Dairy Commission Warren Winter Scholarship

KDC will be offering two $1,000 scholarships in memory of Warren 
Winter. This scholarship is for students whose parents participate in the KDC 
check-off program. The application can be found at www.ksdairy.com and is 
due by March 1, 2017.
Midwest Dairy Association

Scholarships are available for students from dairy farm families whose 
funding goes to Midwest Dairy Association and are based on leadership, work 
experience, participation in activities, academic performance, involvement in 
dairy and financial need.

Completed applications and accompanying documents must be mailed 
together in order to be considered. The application deadline is March 31, 
2017.
National Dairy Shrine

Dairy students are eligible to apply for National Dairy Shrine college 
scholarships and recognition awards with grants totaling over $40,000 each 
year. More information at www.dairyshrine.org.

Additional Resources: For information on the farm bill visit  
www.futureofdairy.com. For dairy training videos visit www.dairy365.com. 
For updates on the Kansas Dairy industry visit www.ksdairy.com.
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National Ag Month
 March 2017
Kansas Dairy Commission 
Scholarship Deadline 
 March 1, 2017
 www.ksdairy.com
Dairy Youth Day at the Statehouse
 March 21, 2017
 Topeka, Kan.
Kansas Dairy Annual Meeting
 March 31- April 1, 2017
 Stanley Stout Center
 Manhattan, Kan.
Kansas Dairy Intern  
Application Deadline
 April 15, 2017
2nd Annual Dairy Industry & Tech 
Conference
 May 4, 2017 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
 Ulysses, Kan.

The calendar space is for any dairy related activity or event, please submit your 
event, dates, time and location to jmseiler@ksu.edu. Classified space is Free to 
Kansas Dairy Association members! Please submit classified items  
to jmseiler@ksu.edu.

Calendar Classifieds
FOR SALE: Holstein Bulls 
DHIA production records and 
classification. From top cows and AI 
sires. Call 785-336-2681 or  
785-336-1543.

FOR SALE: Service age Holstein 
bulls for sale from our top cows and 
bred for excellent udders and good 
production. RHA over 30,000 lbs.  
Bob Seiler 316-796-0173 or  
316-644-2238.

FOR SALE: Registered and 
Commercial Holstein bulls. For 
sale by the pound or by the 
pedigree. Semen tested, delivered 
and guaranteed. Call for free 
brochure. Call Steve @ Strickler 
Holsteins 620-365-9233.

FOR SALE: Registered Holstein 
breeding bulls from top cows.  
Closed herd, A.I. sired, low SCC, 
DHIA records.  Some Red.  Will 
semen test.  Call to find out what 
we have available.  Joe Schmitz  
785-736-2226.

Proudly serving Kansas and surrounding areas

Professional Cattle Hoof Trimming and Treatment

316 644 8392 | robert@agritrimhoofcare.com | agritrimhoofcare.com 



The Kansas Dairy Commission recently sponsored two young dairy 
women to attend the annual Women Managing the Farm Conference held 
in Manhattan, Kansas on Feb 8-10th. Leigha Rokey and Jody Strahm, of 
Rokeyroad Holsteins attended the three-day event. 

The conference highlights topics that farmers and ranchers deal with 
on a daily basis with an emphasis on the women’s interpretation. Team 
building and leadership skills are also taught throughout the three days. 
Participants are also able to attend tours in the area and network with other 
women in the industry.  

The board decided to sponsor the two attendees at their annual meeting 
in December. The Kansas Dairy Commission has been a sponsor for the 
conference for the last few years.

Over the last 10 years dairymen have had to compete with milk substitutes that have been labeled incorrectly. These 
mis- labels can be confusing to the consumer and downright illegal. 

Legislation has recently be introduced in the Senate to help enforce the definition of “milk” according to the FDA 
guidelines. Milk is defined by the FDA “is a lacteal secretion, practically free from colostrum, obtained by the complete 
milking of one or more healthy cows”. This argument in favor of the dairyman states that these imitation “milks” whether 
it be cashew, soy or almond, should be labeled for what they are. 

The legislation, known as the Dairy Pride Act, introduced by Democrat Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin, would require 
the FDA to enforce their own definition of what dairy food products are.

Kansas Dairywomen attend Conference

Congress to make decision on what is milk

Kansas
Dairy
Intern

Jody Strahm and Leigha Rokey stop for a 
photo during the Women Managing the Farm 
Conference in Manhattan.



March 31-April 1

Join the Kansas Dairy Association and the Kansas Dairy Commission for Annual 
Meeting in Manhattan. Listen to speakers, participate in tours, attend a social 
and trade show, and fi nd out what Kansas Dairy is doing for you. Rooms at the 
Best Western, Comfort Inn and Bluemont Hotel. Contact Stephanie Eckroat for 

more details or to RSVP.

Join Kansas Dairy 
for Annual Meeting

Meeting at Stanley Stout Center | Manhattan Kan. 

Kansas
 Dairy 
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For Irish dairy farmer Tim O’Leary, milking cows has been the 
only thing he has wanted to do. And with 10 generations of ancestors 
before him being involved in dairying, you could say it is the family 
business.

Now O’Leary is preparing to hand the operation over to another 
generation as his 25-year-old son Colm joins the family farm. The 
O’Learys milk 130 Jersey-Holstein crossbreeds in County Cork, 
Ireland near Blarney. They are a pasture dairy and seasonal milkers, 
calving all of their cows within a few weeks in February. Tim O’Leary 
is the former deputy president of the Irish Farmers Association and is 
a member of Dairygold’s Co-operative committee.

O’Leary believes having his son involved in the operation is 
possible because of the lifting of the milk 
quotas by the European Union in 2015.

“It is exciting to have Colm back on 
the farm because he has such energy,” 
O’Leary said to a group of K-State agricultural communications students during a study 
abroad trip to Ireland over Thanksgiving break. “Before the quotas were lifted, the farm 
would not have supported Colm and he would have to work in the city.”

The O’Leary’s farm grew by 35 percent this year, with plans of adding another 20 cows 
next year to reach 150. And the expansion does not stop there. Colm’s BHAG, big hairy 
audacious goal, is to have 1,000 cows by 2030.

What is happening at the O’Learys is occurring all over Ireland. The dairy industry in 
Ireland has increased by 55 percent in the last five years and is expected to grow by another 
50 percent by 2020 according to the World Trade Centre Dublin.

For Ireland, which exports 40 percent of its dairy production, this means finding more 
foreign markets for its milk. 

The result of the lifting of the quotas was increased milk supply but not increased demand 
resulting in low milk prices worldwide. This period of low prices will prove to thin the 
number of producers, but O’Leary believes that farmers like himself will be able to survive 

now because they can increase milk production to get through the tough years unlike before under milk quotas.
O’Leary is concerned that if prices do not improve too many of the farmers will be forced to quit, which could be 

problematic for rural Irish communities. O’Leary hopes that farmers will be able to work with lawmakers to get support 
during years with low prices so that they can continue to operate and support the  
local communities.

“Consolidation is inevitable, but milking cows has always been the most profitable 
thing to do and it is an engine in rural Ireland,” O’Leary said. 

Irish Dairy Industry Affects Global Supply
By Jill Seiler

The O’Leary’s milk twice a day in their open air 
barn that is partitioned to be part milk parlor and 
part bed-pack area for the cows. The parlor can fit 
seven cows on each side of the pit.

Ten agricultural communications and journalism students from K-State visited Ireland 
on a faculty-led study abroad trip over Thanksgiving break. They visited a variety of 
farms and Irish landmarks like the Blarney Castle pictured to the right.

Tim O’Leary gives a tour of 
his farm to K-State College 
of Agriculture students on 
November 21, 2016.
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Seneca and Whiteside were the locations this year for the 2017 Dairy Days information meetings sponsored by the 
Animal Science Department at Kansas State University. 

Producers, dairy employees and others involved in the Kansas dairy industry attended the meetings. The keynote 
speakers were Dr. Luiz Ferraretto, Univeristy of Florida and Dr. Jeff Stevenson, Kansas State University. Main topics 
discussed were: cattle health, estrus detection and heat stress effects during the dry period. 

Midwest Dairy and the K-State Dairy Farm also presented updates. The Kansas Dairy Commission sponsored lunch at 
both dairy days. The Whiteside event was held in conjunction with the Reno County DHIA Annual Meeting.

 Dairy producers that were not able to attend but would still like to have the information from the meeting can contact 
Dr. Luis Mendonca at mendonca@ksu.edu or 785-532-2652.

2017 Dairy Days

With an anticipated finish date of September 2017, the remodel continues on 
the Kansas Dairy Association Ice Cream Parlor at the Kansas State Fair Grounds. 

Initial renovations of the storage and preparation area were completed in time 
for the 2016 Kansas State Fair. The second phase of renovations encompassing the 
main stand began in December, and with the help of several maintenance workers 
from the fairgrounds, the demolition of the main stand area was completed at the 
end of January. 

Kansas dairymen Terry Schwarz, 
Cedar Hill Farm, Carlton, has been hard 
at work putting the finishing touches on 
the final design for the second phase of 
the renovation project. The new facility 
will boast four serving lines for added 
efficiency in addition to a streamlined 
outside waiting area to help expedite 
service for customers. The outside waiting 
area will also help keep customer lines in a 
more contained fashion to aid with the flow of the public in the main isles.

 New lighting, glass storefront and a new color scheme along with updated 
signage will give the ice cream parlor a much-needed facelift. Current plans are to 
recreate the look of a 50s era diner for the dairy bar. 

Please plan on visiting the Kansas State Fair Ice Cream Parlor in the fall of 2017 
to check out the new look. 

State Fair Dairy Bar Gets a Facelift

February 20. The rest of that week will be spent on the floor of the House and Senate working bills.
Most committees are subject to the deadlines, which gives the legislature specific dates to have bills get to certain 

milestones during the session. When a bill does not meet a deadline, which it is not exempt from, the bill is considered 
dead. Bills that are introduced or referred to an exempt committee are not subject to the deadline and remain alive 
throughout the session. Committees that are exempt from the deadlines are:

  House:     Senate:
  Appropriations    Assessment & Taxation
  Federal & State Affairs   Federal & State Affairs
  Taxation    Ways & Means

Session Deadlines
Friday, March 24
Last day to CONSIDER BILLS NOT IN HOUSE OF ORIGIN, except by committees listed above.

Bruno Legislative Update Continued
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The goal of The Dairy Dispatch is 
to communicate regularly with dairy 
producers in the state of Kansas, 
informing them about the activities 
of the Kansas Dairy Association and 
Kansas Dairy Commission and other 
industry news.

 Please consider advertising in The 
Dairy Dispatch. An advertisement 
helps us cover publishing costs of the 
newsletter and allows you to promote 
your business or farm in a newsletter 
with a circulation of over 300 dairy 
producers and friends of the industry 
across the state. 

Advertisement sizes can range from 
a business card to a full page ad. You 
can supply your already designed ad or 
contract Kansas Dairy to design one for 
you. Contact Stephanie Eckroat,  
s_eckroat@hotmail.com, for an 
advertising packet. We look forward to 
working with you!

  Non-producers and businesses may 
join the Kansas Dairy Association as 
associate members to help strengthen 
our activities in the state and provide 
input to this dynamic and growing 
industry. Associate membership dues 
help the Kansas Dairy Association 
provide a unified voice for all Kansas 
dairy producers. 

  Membership in the Kansas 
Dairy Association entitles you to a 
subscription to the Dairy Dispatch, the 
official newspaper of the Kansas Dairy 
Association, as well as other special 
membership mailings and activities. 
You will also be invited to attend the 
Kansas Dairy Association Annual 
Meeting which is held during December 
or January of each year, and the Kansas 
Dairy Association’s annual  
Legislative Reception.

  All Kansas dairy producers who 
participate in the statewide voluntary 
assessment to the Kansas Dairy 
Commission are automatically members 
of the Kansas Dairy Association.

Not a producer? Become an 
Associate Member

Advertise in 
the Dispatch

Thank you to these businesses for their 
support as current associate members. 
Become an associate member by 
contacting Stephanie Eckroat at  
s_eckroat@hotmail.com.

Agri-Trim, Dairy Hoof Care
Derby, KS 
Bank of the West
Wichita, KS 
Countryside Feeds
Hillsboro, KS
Dairy Nutrition Plus
Schottsdale, AZ 
Elk State Bank
Clyde, KS 
Flory Dairy Equipment
Baldwin City, KS 
Gorges Dairy Inc
Viola, KS 
Hartter Feed & Seed, Inc
Sabetha, KS 
Heart of America DHIA
Lincoln, NE 
Hekele Hauling LLC 
Claflin, KS 
Midwest Ag Service 
Seneca, KS 
Midwest Farm & Dairy Supply
Hutchinson, KS 
Mies & Sons Trucking
Colwich, KS
Quality Timber Products
Rosehill, KS 
Southern Cotton Growers
Anthony, KS
Soybest
West Point, NE

The 2016-2017 Kansas State University Dairy Judging Team 
finished their year at the Fort Worth Livestock Show and Rodeo 
Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest on January 15, 2017. 

Team members included Jason Klamm, Buehler, Kan., Audrey 
Schmitz, Axtell, Kan., Jill Seiler, Valley Center, Kan., and Rachel 
Waggie, Doswell, Virginia. The team was coached by  
Jarrod Blackburn.

Schmitz was fifth in Brown Swiss and fourth in reasons. Seiler 
was 22nd in Holsteins, 25th in Jerseys, 12th in reasons and 23rd 
overall. Waggie was 23rd in Brown Swiss, 15th in Jerseys, 23rd 
reasons, and 25th overall. 

The team finished fourth in reasons, sixth in Brown Swiss, 10th 
in Holsteins, eighth in Jerseys, and 11th overall. Seventeen four-
year and two-year schools competed in the intercollegiate contest.

The 2017-2018 dairy judging team will compete in their first 
contest of the season in May at the Richmond Black and White 
Days in Utah.

K-State Judging Team Competes in Texas

The K-State Dairy Judging Team after the awards 
banquet in Fort Worth. From left: Audrey Schmitz, 
Jason Klamm, Jill Seiler, Rachel Waggie, Coach 
Jarrod Blackburn.
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Dairy Youth Day at the 
Statehouse

March 21

Join Kansas Dairy to 
celebrate Ag 

Month
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information


